
Credibility of the 
available information

João Vítor Torres 
Centro de Competência TIC da Escola Superior de Educação

Instituto Politécnico de Setúbal



The system of support for academic teachers in process 
of shaping soft skills of their students

This project has been funded with the support from the 
European Commission (project no 2018-1-PL01-KA203-050754). 

This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the 
Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein

https://wspaerasmus.wixsite.com/supportsystem 

https://wspaerasmus.wixsite.com/supportsystem


Available information

Foto: João Torres



Amount 

Anyone can produce information



Different types

 Facts, opinions, stories, 
interpretations, statistics. . .



Different intentions

Inform, persuade, sell, entertain. . .



Different supports

Text, image, video, sound. . .



It is not always easy to determine 
what type of information it is

 



Saving information

Seeking information

Selecting informationPicture: João Torres



https://www.ted.com/talks/sir_ken_robinson_do_schools_kill_creativity 
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For the Lovers of Physics 
(Walter Lewin's Last Lecture)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4a0FbQdH3dY&feature=youtu.be&t=1379 
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Is the earth flat?





Jokes turned news

https://www.theonion.com/

https://www.theonion.com/


https://www.forbes.com/sites/ninaangelovska/2019/02/06/famous-porn-star-turns-into-a-promisi
ng-scientist-a-lesson-on-fake-news/#22841d3073f8
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Celebrities who die.... 
...over and over again!

https://www.thewrap.com/celebrity-death-hoax-jack-black-rick-fox-taylor-swift-dwayne-johnson/

https://www.thewrap.com/celebrity-death-hoax-jack-black-rick-fox-taylor-swift-dwayne-johnson/


Manuela, the tattoo, the tshirt and the phonecalls





Fake News

/

Information Disorder

Foto: João Torres



Information Disorder

(Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017, p. 5)



(Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017, p. 28)



Three stages in producing and distributing 
messages

(Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017, p. 23)



Example of “made up” news



Example of the three stages



Who decides what is fake?

Cartoon by Cathy Wilcox, drawn for UNESCO for World Press Freedom Day 2017



Fact Checking

https://www.poynter.org/

https://www.poynter.org/


Who controls 
fact check?

Foto: João Torres



How to Spot Fake News

Source: https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/11174 
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How to Spot Fake News

https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/11174


Developing 
critical 

thinking
Foto: João Torres



Thank You!

Foto: João Torres



Debate

•What is the role of higher education?

•How are your schools dealing with this if at 
all?



Refferences

•Wardle, C., & Derakhshan, H. (2017). 
Information Disorder: Toward an 
interdisciplinary framework for research 
and policy making. Report to the Council of 
Europe, 108.
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